
Canada's Forgotten Battle of the First World
War: A Study in Canadian Military History
When people think of the First World War, iconic battles such as the Battle of
Verdun or the Battle of the Somme often come to mind. However, one significant
battle that tends to be overlooked is the Battle of Vimy Ridge, a battle that
showcased Canadian military prowess and had a profound impact on the
outcome of the war. In this article, we will delve into the historical significance of
this forgotten battle and explore the lessons it taught about the Canadian military.

The Battle of Vimy Ridge: A Grueling Test of Resolve

The Battle of Vimy Ridge took place from April 9 to April 12, 1917, in the Nord-
Pas-de-Calais region of France. It was a crucial battle that aimed to capture the
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heavily fortified German positions on Vimy Ridge, which had eluded previous
Allied attempts.
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Under the command of General Arthur Currie, the Canadian Corps was given the
daunting task of capturing Vimy Ridge. Previous attempts by British and French
forces were unsuccessful and resulted in heavy casualties. However, through
meticulous planning, a detailed understanding of the terrain, and close
cooperation among infantry, artillery, and engineering units, the Canadians were
able to achieve what no other force had done before.

Lessons Learned: Canadian Military Prowess

The success of the Canadian Corps at Vimy Ridge is attributed to several key
factors that demonstrated the military prowess of the Canadians.

1. Unity and Cooperation:
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The Canadian Corps consisted of soldiers from all regions of Canada,
representing the country's diverse population. Despite their differences, the
troops exhibited exceptional unity and cooperation, which played a crucial role in
their victory. The ability to work together as a cohesive unit was a testament to
the strength of the Canadian military.

2. Detailed Planning and Preparation:

Prior to the battle, the Canadian Corps conducted thorough reconnaissance and
created detailed maps of the German positions. This allowed them to develop
well-coordinated plans and strategies to overcome the enemy's defenses. The
emphasis on meticulous planning showcased the Canadian military's
commitment to preparedness and readiness.

3. Effective Use of Artillery:

The Canadian Corps employed a novel tactic during the battle known as the
"creeping barrage." This involved a carefully orchestrated artillery bombardment
that moved forward in sync with the advancing infantry, effectively neutralizing the
enemy's defensive capabilities. The successful implementation of this tactic
demonstrated the Canadians' ability to utilize artillery as an effective weapon of
war.

4. Innovative Use of Tunnels:

Prior to the battle, Canadian engineers dug a network of tunnels under Vimy
Ridge, creating a system of underground passages and chambers. These tunnels
provided crucial advantages during the battle, allowing the infantry to move closer
to the enemy undetected and providing shelter during the intense bombardments.
This innovative use of tunnels showcased the Canadian military's adaptability and
resourcefulness.



The Legacy of Vimy Ridge

The Battle of Vimy Ridge had profound implications beyond its military outcome.
It was the first time all four Canadian divisions fought together as a unified force,
lending a newfound sense of national identity and pride. Many historians argue
that the victory at Vimy Ridge marked a turning point for Canada, transforming it
from a British dominion into a nation in its own right.

The sacrifice made by the soldiers during this battle was not forgotten. Today, the
Vimy Ridge Memorial stands as a testament to their bravery and serves as a
symbol of Canadian unity and sacrifice. The memorial attracts thousands of
visitors every year, ensuring that the memory of the Battle of Vimy Ridge and its
significance to Canadian military history remains alive.

The Battle of Vimy Ridge may have been forgotten over time, but its impact on
Canadian military history cannot be understated. The lessons learned from this
battle continue to resonate, showcasing the Canadian military's unity, meticulous
planning, effective use of artillery, and innovative tactics. As we remember the
brave soldiers who fought at Vimy Ridge, let us also recognize the significance of
this forgotten battle and its enduring legacy for Canada.
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In August 1917, the Canadian Corps captured Hill 70, vital terrain just north of the
French town of Lens. The Canadians suffered some 5,400 casualties and in three
harrowing days defeated twenty-one German counterattacks. This spectacularly
successful but shockingly costly battle was as innovative as Vimy, yet few
Canadians have heard of it or of subsequent attempts to capture Lens, which
resulted in nearly 3,300 more casualties. Capturing Hill 70 marks the centenary of
this triumph by dissecting different facets of the battle, from planning and
conducting operations to long-term repercussions and commemoration. It
reinstates Hill 70 to its rightful place among the pantheon of battles that forged
the reputation of the famed Canadian Corps during the First World War.

Kathy Santo Dog Sense Kathy Santo -
Unlocking the secrets of dog behavior
Are you a dog lover who wants to better understand your furry friend's
behavior? Look no further! Kathy Santo, a highly respected dog trainer
and...

10 Presidents Who Were Killed In Office -
Shocking Truth Revealed!
Throughout history, the role of a president has been filled with power,
ambition, and danger. While they carry the weight of the nation on their
shoulders, presidents also...

FREE

https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Kathy%20Santo%20Dog%20Sense%20Kathy%20Santo%20-%20Unlocking%20the%20secrets%20of%20dog%20behavior.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Kathy%20Santo%20Dog%20Sense%20Kathy%20Santo%20-%20Unlocking%20the%20secrets%20of%20dog%20behavior.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/10%20Presidents%20Who%20Were%20Killed%20In%20Office%20-%20Shocking%20Truth%20Revealed%21.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/10%20Presidents%20Who%20Were%20Killed%20In%20Office%20-%20Shocking%20Truth%20Revealed%21.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvRDN6VjdrT2tLM2IrbTdCZ2creFBrcFwvc0djK3hWMm1XXC95amFNWk1iVEpnZitGMXA5aUdNTGxCTlpwUDl6SUxuUjlCRzdJV0JkWDQ5VHh1V2szRnVLTHlXRXpBZEg0Y0tYOHlaOHFjR1daQ0dxR0RhZUt6KytWT0RoNmVBY0I2SWl0SkhjcTdEdW9SUmV2NzhneGtJcXZnVlZ6R1RcL1BBcVYwcUZBcE1hTm5BSnJCamdQdWV2aTNRRzBZeWhsaW9PWFo1QUZlRHdsVk1oQjB0NnBwcjdheWowZUZzR0k4dEZkdTYwWks4ZFFmM0U2Y0lXU1NoN1Q1dUVCNEp4TW1OIiwiaXYiOiIzMjUyMWE0ZDdhYzg4ODlhMWU4YWFiN2FkMjBiMjFlMiIsInMiOiI2Yzc2YzI1ZjI0MzUyNDEyIn0%3D


Unveiling a World of Magic: Beautifully
Illustrated Bedtime Stories for Beginner
Readers with Fantasy Animals and Rhyming
Bedtime stories have always held a sense of wonder and magic for
young children. They transport them to far-off lands, introducing them to
captivating...

The Blind Parables: An Anthology Of Poems
For centuries, poetry has been a medium for expressing emotions,
thoughts, and experiences. It transcends the boundaries of language and
connects with people...

Rival Conceptions Of Freedom In Modern Iran
The Struggle for Freedom in Iran Iran, a country with a rich history and
culture, has experienced various political, social, and cultural changes...

Advances In Their Chemistry And Biological
Aspects
In recent years, significant advances have been made in understanding
the chemistry and biological aspects of a certain species. Scientists
and...

https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Unveiling%20a%20World%20of%20Magic%20Beautifully%20Illustrated%20Bedtime%20Stories%20for%20Beginner%20Readers%20with%20Fantasy%20Animals%20and%20Rhyming.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Unveiling%20a%20World%20of%20Magic%20Beautifully%20Illustrated%20Bedtime%20Stories%20for%20Beginner%20Readers%20with%20Fantasy%20Animals%20and%20Rhyming.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/The%20Blind%20Parables%20An%20Anthology%20Of%20Poems.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/The%20Blind%20Parables%20An%20Anthology%20Of%20Poems.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Rival%20Conceptions%20Of%20Freedom%20In%20Modern%20Iran.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Rival%20Conceptions%20Of%20Freedom%20In%20Modern%20Iran.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Advances%20In%20Their%20Chemistry%20And%20Biological%20Aspects.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Advances%20In%20Their%20Chemistry%20And%20Biological%20Aspects.pdf


Getting Into Mini Reefs For The Marine
Aquarium
Are you interested in enhancing the beauty of your marine aquarium with
mesmerizing minireefs? Mini reefs are a fantastic addition to any
aquarium setup, offering a...

Exploring the Intriguing Connection Between
History, Religion, and the Chinese Martial Arts
When one thinks of Chinese martial arts, popular images of intense
training, powerful strikes, and legendary fighters often come to mind.
However, beneath the...

https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Getting%20Into%20Mini%20Reefs%20For%20The%20Marine%20Aquarium.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Getting%20Into%20Mini%20Reefs%20For%20The%20Marine%20Aquarium.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Exploring%20the%20Intriguing%20Connection%20Between%20History%2C%20Religion%2C%20and%20the%20Chinese%20Martial%20Arts.pdf
https://book-downloads-hub.web.app/Exploring%20the%20Intriguing%20Connection%20Between%20History%2C%20Religion%2C%20and%20the%20Chinese%20Martial%20Arts.pdf

