
An Odyssey To Mount Ararat And Beyond:
Exploring The Majestic Beauty of Eastern
Turkey
Mount Ararat, the highest peak in Turkey and the legendary resting place of
Noah's Ark, has long captured the imagination of adventurers and explorers.
Situated in the far east of the country, near the border of Armenia, this majestic
mountain offers not only a challenging climb, but also an opportunity to unravel
the secrets of a region rich in history, culture, and natural beauty. Join us on an
extraordinary journey as we embark on an odyssey to Mount Ararat and beyond.

The Beginning: Arrival in Eastern Turkey

Our odyssey begins in the vibrant city of Erzurum, located in the heart of Eastern
Anatolia. With its picturesque medieval fortress and ancient mosques, Erzurum
serves as a gateway to the wonders that lie ahead.

After a day of exploring the city, we set off towards the small town of Dogubeyazit,
nestled at the foothills of Mount Ararat. As we approach, the immensity of the
mountain comes into view, casting a mesmerizing spell on all who lay eyes upon
it.
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Ascending the Legendary Mountain

Mount Ararat stands at an impressive 5,137 meters, making it a challenging
undertaking even for seasoned alpinists. Equipped with the necessary gear and
accompanied by expert guides, we embark on our ascent, fueled by a mix of
anticipation and excitement.

The climb itself is a test of endurance and determination, with rugged terrains,
steep slopes, and unpredictable weather conditions. However, the rewards are
indescribable. As we make our way up, the surrounding landscape unfolds in all
its glory, showcasing picturesque valleys, glistening lakes, and snow-capped
peaks as far as the eye can see.

Unveiling the Mysteries of Noah's Ark

One of the most captivating aspects of Mount Ararat is its association with Noah's
Ark. According to biblical accounts, after the Great Flood, Noah's Ark came to rest
on the slopes of Ararat. Over the years, numerous expeditions have been
undertaken in search of this legendary vessel, and while none have conclusively
proven its existence, the allure persists.

As we explore the mountain, we encounter remnants of past expeditions and
hear captivating tales of explorers who dared to venture into the unknown in
pursuit of the ark. Though the search may remain elusive, the adventure itself
adds an extra layer of intrigue to this already enchanting journey.

Beyond Mount Ararat: Exploring Eastern Turkey's Hidden Gems
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While Mount Ararat may be the centerpiece of our odyssey, the surrounding
region is teeming with hidden gems waiting to be discovered. From the majestic
Ishak Pasha Palace, a stunning testament to Ottoman architecture, to the ancient
city of Ani, formerly a flourishing trade center along the Silk Road, Eastern Turkey
offers a treasure trove of historical and cultural wonders.

Additionally, the region is home to several picturesque lakes, including Lake Van
and Lake Aras. These serene bodies of water provide a tranquil respite amidst
the rugged landscapes, inviting visitors to relax and soak in the beauty that
surrounds them.

The Culinary Delights of Eastern Anatolia

No journey would be complete without exploring the culinary wonders of the
region. Eastern Anatolia, with its rich culinary heritage, offers a tantalizing array of
flavors unique to this part of Turkey. From succulent kebabs to hearty stews and
delectable desserts, every dish is a celebration of the region's cultural fusion.

Sampling traditional dishes in local eateries, we immerse ourselves in the
authentic flavors of Eastern Anatolia, adding yet another dimension to our
odyssey.

The End of an Extraordinary Journey

As our odyssey to Mount Ararat and beyond draws to a close, we reflect upon the
memories we have created and the landscapes we have witnessed. From the
exhilaration of conquering a legendary peak to the awe-inspiring beauty of
Eastern Turkey, this journey has left an indelible mark on our hearts.

Whether you are an avid mountaineer, a history enthusiast, or simply a lover of
breathtaking landscapes and culinary delights, an odyssey to Mount Ararat and



beyond promises an unforgettable adventure. Join us as we embark on this
remarkable journey and experience the magic of Eastern Turkey.
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Acclaimed travel writer Rick Antonson sets his adventurous compass on Mount
Ararat, exploring the region’s long history, religious mysteries, and complex
politics.

Mount Ararat is the most fabled mountain in the world. For millennia this massif in
eastern Turkey has been rumored as the resting place of Noah’s Ark following the
Great Flood. But it also plays a significant role in the longstanding conflict
between Turkey and Armenia.

Author Rick Antonson joined a five-member expedition to the mountain’s nearly
17,000-foot summit, trekking alongside a contingent of Armenians, for whom
Mount Ararat is the stolen symbol of their country. Antonson weaves vivid
historical anecdote with unexpected travel vignettes, whether tracing earlier
mountaineering attempts on the peak, recounting the genocide of Armenians and
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its unresolved debate, or depicting the Kurds’ ambitions for their own nation’s
borders, which some say should include Mount Ararat.

What unfolds in Full Moon Over Noah’s Ark is one man’s odyssey, a tale told
through many stories. Starting with the flooding of the Black Sea in 5600 BCE,
through to the Epic of Gilgamesh and the contrasting narratives of the Great
Flood known to followers of the Judaic, Christian and Islamic religions, Full Moon
Over Noah’s Ark takes readers along with Antonson through the shadows and
broad landscapes of Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Armenia, shedding light on a troubled
but fascinating area of the world.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad
range of books for readers interested in history--books about World War II, the
Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the
American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome,
medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish
becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed
to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work
might not otherwise find a home.
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