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Butterflies are some of nature's most captivating creatures. With their delicate
wings and vibrant colors, they have long fascinated and intrigued people around
the world. One place where these beautiful insects can be found in abundance is
Kengtung State in Southern Shan States, Burma. In this article, we will explore
the diverse and breathtaking butterfly species that call this region home.

The Enchanting World of Kengtung State Butterflies

Kengtung State, located in the Southern Shan States of Burma, boasts a diverse
ecosystem that supports a wide array of butterfly species. With its lush forests,
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rolling hills, and picturesque landscapes, it provides the perfect habitat for these
winged wonders.
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From the stunning Swallowtails to the delicate Painted Ladies, a total of 203
butterfly species have been documented in Kengtung State. Each one with its
unique colors, patterns, and behavior, captivating both researchers and nature
enthusiasts alike.

Meet Some of Kengtung State's Most Captivating Butterflies

1. Swallowtail Butterfly (Scientific name: Papilio machaon)
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The Swallowtail Butterfly is one of the largest and most recognizable butterfly
species in the world. Its wingspan can reach up to 8 inches, and its vivid yellow
color with striking black patterns makes it a true sight to behold.

2. Painted Lady Butterfly (Scientific name: Vanessa cardui)
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The Painted Lady Butterfly, also known as the Cosmopolitan, is a migratory
species found in all continents except Antarctica. With its intricate orange, black,
and white patterns, it adds a burst of color wherever it goes.

3. Common Jezebel Butterfly (Scientific name: Delias eucharis)
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The Common Jezebel Butterfly is known for its elegant white wings and
prominent black markings. This species is often seen fluttering around gardens
and parks, adding grace to its surroundings.

The Importance of Butterfly Conservation

While these butterflies are undeniably beautiful, their significance goes beyond
aesthetics. Butterflies play a crucial role in the ecosystem as pollinators, helping
to facilitate the reproduction of various plant species. Their presence is vital for
maintaining the balance of nature.

However, the butterfly populations worldwide are under threat due to habitat loss,
climate change, and pollution. Conservation efforts are crucial to ensure that
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future generations can continue to admire and benefit from these enchanting
creatures.

Exploring Kengtung State: A Journey to Remember

Kengtung State not only offers a sanctuary for butterflies but also provides
visitors with a remarkable experience. The region's untouched beauty, cultural
heritage, and warm hospitality make it an ideal destination for nature enthusiasts
and adventurers.

While exploring Kengtung State, you can immerse yourself in the local
communities, vibrant markets, and ancient temples. The breathtaking landscapes
and rich biodiversity will leave you in awe, making it a journey of a lifetime.

Kengtung State in Southern Shan States, Burma, is home to 203 captivating
butterfly species. From the majestic Swallowtails to the intricate Painted Ladies,
these butterflies contribute to the region's rich biodiversity and add a touch of
magic to its landscapes.

As we continue to appreciate the beauty of these delicate creatures, let us also
strive to protect their habitats and preserve the delicate balance of our natural
world. Through conservation efforts, we can ensure that future generations will
have the chance to witness the mesmerizing dance of butterflies in Kengtung
State and beyond.
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203 butterflies from Kengtung State, Southern Shan States, Burma. Captured
and accurately painted by Major/Squadron Leader JGP Drummond MC who, in
1921, was posted to Loimwe and, finding that it was the rainy season AND the
close season for shooting, turned his attentions to smaller game... butterflies.
Major Drummond wrote a forward to accompany his stunning artwork as well as
including copies of some of the correspondence he entered into. A number of the
original butterflies are now housed in the London Natural History Museum and at
the premises of the Bombay Natural History Society.

Major Drummond's artwork is second to none. The butterflies must have been
painted from observations made through magnifying glass and the originals are
all life-size. Many of the identifications were made from these paintings and Major
Drummond was the first to publish descriptions of some of his captures. And at
least one was the first ever caught.

This book represents a unique record of Burmese butterflies from an area of the
Southern Shan States from both a natural history point of view and as objects of
art - and this electronic copy has been produced specifically to preserve Major
Drummond's tremendous work. It also makes this work available to the world -
while the beautifully bound original takes pride of place in the Drummond
household.
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